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PBS MACNETL/LEERER NEWSHOUR
12 April 198h4

LEHRER: Good evening. It was z news day again dominated

INTRODUCTION by the Nicaragua mine story as the House prepered to
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follow the lead of the Senate in soundly condemning U.S.
involvement. Also, that sztellite called Solar Hax went
back into orbit. Retail sales were reported down
significantly. And President Rezgan again clzimed credit
for saving the economy. Robin?

MACKEIL: On the Newshour tonight, the furor over U.s.
involvement in the mining of Nicaraguan harbors is" again
our main focus. Deputy Secretary of State Kenneth Danm is
here to explein the administrztion position.

S s s X XS

MACNEIL: Last night we showed an extended excerpt fron
the hearings of the House Foreign Affzirs Committee, witn
pmembers showing the anger ai the Reagan administration,
Their immediate target was Deputy Secretary of State
Kenneth Dar, and he is with us this evening.

HACNEIL: HMr, Secretary, ah, the House resolution that's
geing to be voted on later this evening calls for z halt
to U.S. involvement in the mining. It's been reported
that that mining has already stopped and the U.S.
involvement in it's stopped, but can you confirm that that
is so? KENNETR D&M (Deputy Secretary of State): Wnat has
been the practice of z number of administrations, ah,
administration officials are not in position to talk about
alleged covert action. There is = system for discussing
covert action, and I must say that every administration
has had z covert action program of one kind or another.
That system involves going before the intelligence
comnittees and talking azbout it there.” And that's what
I'm left with. So I can't address that question.

MACNEIL: I see., 1 Just wonder why when so many of your
fellow senior administration, your fellow senior officials
in the administration have been willing to talk to
reporters znonymously and confirm in very precise detail
or say in very precise detail, spell ocut the U.S.
assistance to this mining process why it is not admitted
publicly. DAM: VWell, it's a simple fact that there are
rules. These rules were established by the Congress. The.
system for dealing with this was established by the
Congress in one of the great reforms of the 1970s, and
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ke're following that systenm.
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